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Marching Thunder returns from trip to London 
 
Marshall University’s marching 
band, the Marching Thunder, has 
returned from London, England, 
after performing in the 2020 New 
Year’s Day Parade. The parade 
attracts hundreds of thousands of 
spectators each year. 
 
Similar to the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade, the 
London New Year’s Day Parade 
(LNYDP) is one of the largest of 
its kind. It includes marching bands 
from around the world as well as 
floats, balloons, and other entries. 
 
The Marching Thunder was selected after a global search of marching bands following their successful 
international debut in Rome in 2016. In addition to the parade performance, students will enjoy several 
days of educational tours and sightseeing in England. 
——— 
Photo: The Marching Thunder just before their appearance in the New Year’s Day Parade in London. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rec Center continuing free access through Jan. 12 
 
The Marshall Rec Center is continuing 
free building access to Marshall and 
MCTC faculty/staff and their household 
members from through Sunday, Jan. 12. 
The Rec is here to help you start the year 
out the right way with FREE access to 
the facility. Marshall University and 
Mountwest employees and their 
household members are all welcome! 
Present a valid staff ID to set up a guest 
account.* This is for non-members only! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall Ph.D. student earns prestigious research fellowship 
 
Skylar Cooper, a biomedical research graduate student at 
the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, has been 
awarded a prestigious pharmacology/toxicology 
predoctoral research fellowship from the PhRMA 
(Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers 
Association) Foundation. 
 
The fellowship will provide $25,000 per year for two 
years to support Cooper’s thesis research, focused on 
investigating the effects of electronic cigarette (e-
cigarette) flavors on nicotine addiction. Under the 
mentorship of Brandon Henderson, Ph.D., an assistant 
professor of biomedical sciences in the School of Medicine, Cooper will investigate various flavoring 
chemicals in e-cigarette devices in order to better understand how these flavors impact the addictive 
properties of nicotine and determine how flavors alone may affect the brain. 
 
"Given the rise in electronic cigarette use among adolescents, this research is timely and of importance in 
order to reduce the growing e-cigarette use epidemic, especially among American adolescents," Cooper 
said. 
 
Cooper, a Michigan native, earned her Bachelor of Science degree in biology from the University of 
Findlay in Findlay, Ohio. Cooper is on track to complete her Ph.D. in biomedical research with an 
emphasis in neuroscience of addiction from Marshall by 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richards named December Resident of the Month 
Jenna Richards, D.O., was named the Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine’s Resident of the 
Month for December, announced Paulette S. 
Wehner, M.D., vice dean for graduate medical 
education at the school. 
 
"It is always exciting to have residents 
nominate their peers for Resident of the 
Month," Wehner said. "To be nominated by 
your peers for your teaching ability, 
outstanding compassionate patient care and 
hard-working nature is truly the ultimate 
compliment for any physician." 
 
One nominator wrote that Richards "has a positive attitude all the time, treats everyone from peers to staff 
with respect. She is very knowledgeable and likes to teach her co-residents and medical students and will 
be an excellent pediatrician after she completes residency." Another commented, "Dr. Richards loves 
taking care of children and does it with an open heart and mind, caring for every aspect of their health. 
She is definitely someone I look at as an example of human being and physician." 
 
Richards is completing the third and final year of her pediatrics residency at Marshall. The Kentucky 
native graduated from the University of Louisville in Louisville, Kentucky, and obtained her medical 
degree from the University of Lincoln DeBusk College of Osteopathic Medicine (LMU-DCOM) in 
Harrogate, Tennessee. After graduation, she plans on joining her father’s practice in Richmond, 
Kentucky. 
 
"Dr. Richards is a very good team player who is well liked by co-residents, nurses and attendings," said 
Susan L. Flesher, M.D., associate professor of pediatrics and residency program director. "She has really 
become involved in quality improvement. As such, Dr. Richards represents our program on the House 
Staff Quality Improvement Council and two of our accreditation self-study improvement teams." 
As part of her recognition as the December Resident of the Month, Richards received a plaque and 
designated parking spot. 
————— 
Photo: Jenna Richards, D.O., (left) December Resident of the Month at the Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine, is pictured with Susan Flesher, M.D., pediatrics residency program director. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deadline for Health Sciences Research Day extended to Jan. 
27 
 
The Office of Research and 
Graduate Medical Education 
has announced that the call for 
abstracts for Health Sciences 
Research Day has been 
extended to Monday, Jan. 27, 
2020. 
 
The 32nd Annual Marshall 
University Health Sciences 
Research Day will held Friday, 
March 6. Proposals from resident physicians, clinical fellows, postdoctoral scholars, medical students, 
pharmacy students, graduate students, undergraduate students and nursing students are welcome. 
• For more information 
• Don’t wait! Submit your abstract now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notice of benefit deduction holiday for Marshall University 
employees only 
Employees will receive three (3) pay checks in the month of January due to the biweekly pay 
conversion.  Please note that the third check on January 31, 2020, will be a deduction holiday.  Only the 
mandated deductions will be taken, such as retirement (mandatory and supplemental), taxes, Huntington 
city user fee, garnishments and loan repayments, to name a few.  The net payment of this check should be 
larger than normal. 
 
Employees paid over 12 months have two (2) benefit deduction holidays in 2020 (Jan. 31 and July 31). 
Employees paid over 9 months only have one benefit deduction holiday (Jan. 31). 
 
 
 
Marshall Orthopaedic surgery residents succeed on 
orthopedic-in-training exam 
Orthopaedic surgery residents at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine scored in the 97th percentile of 
all orthopaedic resident physicians in allopathic schools across the country on the orthopedic in-training 
examination (OITE). 
 
Among the first steps on the path toward board certification, the OITE measures a resident’s knowledge 
and evidence-based, problem-solving skills in 10 orthopaedic specialty areas during each of the final four 
years of the five-year orthopaedic residency program. Two of Marshall’s 12 residents that took the 
examination scored 100%, two scored in the 99th percentile and one scored in the 98th percentile. 
 
"This is a testament to the outstanding ability of our orthopaedic faculty to teach and the incredible 
quality of the residents that gravitate to Marshall’s orthopaedic surgery residency program," said Ali 
Oliashirazi, M.D., professor and chair of orthopaedic surgery at the School of Medicine. 
 
 
 
Harless Center receives STEAM grant 
The College of Education and Professional Development’s June Harless Center STEM team has been 
awarded a STEAM grant from the West Virginia Department of Arts, Culture and History.  The grant 
award of $6,750 will be used to supply Meadows Elementary School with Sphero Robots, as well as other 
materials, in order to create several art projects.  The students will be creating these projects with the 
assistance of their classroom teachers as well as June Harless Center staff.  These projects will include 
using Sphero Robotics to draw, paint, and use lighting technology.  The students will be using scientific 
and mathematical aspects to create their art.  In addition, the students will be using coding techniques 
through iPads to control the robots and develop artistic creations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Jan. 15, 2020. Please send 
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 13, 2020. 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/January-8-2020 . 
